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Fatal Palmer Fire Electrical 

 
State Fire Marshal Stephen D. Coan and Palmer Fire Chief Alan J. Roy said the most 
probable cause of the May 13, 2008 fatal fire at 89 Beacon Drive was electrical. Coan 
said. “Investigators believe an electrical cord was pinched by a piece of furniture in the 
living room and caused the fire.” 
 
The fire took the life of a 79-year old man who lived in the apartment where the fire 
started. The fire was jointly investigated by the Palmer Fire Department, Palmer Police 
Department, State Police assigned to the Office of the State Fire Marshal, and the 
Hampden District Attorney’s Office. Assistance was received from an electrical expert. 
 
Chief Roy said, “Every fire death is exceedingly tragic for the family and the community. 
This one was also difficult for the firefighters in Palmer. This electrical fire occurred 
during Electrical Safety Month, a time when fire officials across the state try to educate 
the public about using electricity safely home.” 
 
Electrical Fires Leading Cause of Home Fire Deaths 
From 2002-2006, Massachusetts’s fire departments reported 2,499 home fires caused by 
electrical problems to the Mass. Fire Incident Reporting System (MFIRS). These fires 
caused 17 civilian deaths, 115 civilian injuries, 290 fire service injuries and an estimated 
dollar loss of $84 million. The average loss per fire was $34,303. Electrical fires were the 
third leading cause of fire deaths in 2006. 
 
Coan and Roy offered these safety tips: 
Look around for these hazards in your home and correct them: 

• Cords pinched behind or under furniture like couches or bureaus. 
• Overloaded outlets 

– more than one appliance cord plugged into one wall outlet. 
• Overloaded power strips. They should only be used with a few low current 

devices such as electronics. 
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• Lamps or fixtures with light bulbs higher than the recommended wattage. Most 
lamps recommend 60 watts. Be careful where you use higher wattage light bulbs. 

• Electrical cords underneath rugs, carpet or furniture. Move them to reduce the risk 
of fire from overheating due to worn insulation. 

• Cords with frayed wires or cracked insulation. Replace them with new ones 
having a certification label from an independent testing laboratory. 

• An extension cord that is not properly rated for the appliance it powers. Typical 
“lamp cord” extension cords cannot carry the electrical current needed for 
appliances such as space heaters or air conditioners. 

 
Potential Warning Signs & Hazards 
Call the fire department immediately if you have any of these warning signs: 

• Arcs, sparks or short circuits 
• Sizzling or buzzing sound 
• Odors, vague smell of something burning 

 
Firefighters can use thermal imaging technology to see excessive heat inside the walls. 
 
Call a professional electrician soon if you have any of these warning signs: 

• Frequently blown fuses or tripped circuit breakers; 
• Dim or flickering lights, bulbs that wear out too fast; 
• Overheated plugs, cords or switches; 
• Shock or mild tingle – more than normal static electricity; 
• Loose plugs; or 
• Unusually warm or faulty outlets or switches. 

 
For more information on electrical safety contact your local fire department. The Department of 
Fire Services has easy to read information and a downloadable pamphlet at www.mass.gov/df. 
The National Fire Protection Association also has information available online at www.nfpa.org. 
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